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Metamorphosis of Japan After the War

Dancers resting on the rooftop of the SKD Theatre. Asakusa, Tokyo
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The Foundation is delighted to present the photo exhibition Metamorphosis of Japan After the War. It is
with great pleasure that we introduce the work of 11 photographers who captured images of postwar Japan
from 1945 to 1964. The exhibition takes place at West Los Angeles College Art Gallery from June 12 - July

1, 2015.

Metamorphosis of Japan After the War

Exhibiting Photographers:
Ken Domon, Ihee Kimura, Hiroshi Hamaya, Tadahiko Hayashi
Shigeichi Nagano, Ikko Narahara, Kikuji Kawada, Shomei Tomatsu
Yasuhiro Ishimoto, Eikoh Hosoe, Takeyoshi Tanuma

Exhibition:
June 12 - July 11, 2015

Exhibition Hours:
Tuesday-Saturday 12:00pm-6:00pm

Closed on Sundays, Mondays, Independence Day

Venue:
West Los Angeles College Art Gallery
(9000 Overland Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90230)
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Free Admission

In 1945, Japan made a new start as a defeated and devastated country after
WW?2. However, after only 20 or so years, the nation's society, economy, and
culture underwent dramatic transformations. It is difficult to specify precisely
when the postwar period ended, but for the purposes of this exhibition, we
define the "postwar" era as the period from the end of the war in 1945 to the
year of the Tokyo Olympics, 1964. The 11 photographers introduced here
were each active in this period of dramatic upheaval. Their work records the
transformation of society, and many of the photographs that they took are
significant from an artistic perspective in addition to being important
records.

The photographers selected are Ken Domon, perhaps
the best-known Japanese photographer of the 20th

century for his cool-headed photo-realism, lhee Kimura, whose approach to realism
was distinguished from Domon's by its unique aesthetics, Hiroshi Hamaya,
who photographed the climates and environments of mountain and agricultural
villages together with the lives of their inhabitants, Tadahiko Hayashi, who
produced marvelous portraits, Shigeichi Nagano, lkko Narahara, Kikuji Kawada,
Shomei Tomatsu, and Yasuhiro Ishimoto, who represent a younger generation of
photographers, and Eikoh Hosoe and Takeyoshi Tanuma, who were two of the
photographers who demonstrated the creativity of photography. Each of these
individuals had his own style, but all produced significant works that are important
records of this period.

It is our hope that as viewers enjoy their undeniable attractiveness and power, these photographs will also

provide a starting point for thinking about the society of postwar Japan that was their background.

(Photo Upper Left) Children looking at a picture-card show. Tokyo 1953

(Photo Upper Right) Young woman. Omagari, Akita 1953
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Upcoming Events

JAPANEMA = Japanese Cinema

Arts & Culture Grants

Rental Exhibitions
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Exhibit 28: A Tribute to Tatsumi Hijikata's

Exhibit 26: Myo-o in the Shell

Exhibit 25: NOVUS PLANTS

Exhibit 24: Carving Across Borders: Block Prints of Hiroshi Yoshida

Exhibit 23: TOKYO Before/After

Exhibit 22: Art Exhibition: Gyotaku

Exhibit 21: Helen Keller and Hachiko

Exhibit 20: Art Exhibition: Gyotaku

Exhibit 19: MIGRATING DREAMSCAPES: NOBUO ANZAI
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Exhibit 18: Passage to the Future

Exhibit 17: YAKISHIME

Exhibit 16: Japanese Bath

Exhibit 15: Neo Japonism

Exhibit 14: Chromatic Passages

Exhibit 13: Metamorphosis of Japan

Exhibit 12: Raku

Exhibit 11: Cute Bento

Exhibit 10: After Mikiko Hara

Exhibit 9: Kiyoto

Exhibit 8: Japanese Design Today 100

Exhibit 7: The World Heritage Sites in Japan
Exhibit 6: Handcrafted Form

Exhibit 5: Sakura (Cherry Blossoms)

Exhibit 4: Hinamatsuri Japanese Doll Festival
Exhibit 3: Celebrating New Years With Japanese Toys
Exhibit 2: NIKKATSU VINTAGE MOVIE POSTERS

Exhibit 1: Nippon Through My Eyes

| Past Events: Others

| Past Events: Japanema
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Headquarters

New York Office Center for Global Partnership Volunteer
Japan Related Links Job Openings (Updated)

5700 Wilshire blvd, Suite 100
Los Angeles, CA 90036

P. 323.761.7510
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